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17. DESCRIPTION -- I 
CONDITION 

. The Goose Creek Meeting House Complex consis ts  of the Quaker cemetery 
and th ree  s t ructures :  the 1765 stone meeting house, the  1817 br ick  meeting 
house, and the Oak Dale School. The complex forms a picturesque c lu s t e r  a t  
the  southern edge of the  v i l l age  of Lincoln. 

The 1765 meeting house stands on a shor t  r idge overlooking the  cemetery, 
and is a simple one-story s t ruc tu re  l a i d  i n  uneven coursed nat ive  f ie lds tone 
with i r r egu la r  quoining. Covering i t  is a gable roof with box cornice and a 
s ing l e  non-original dormer on the southern slope. Each s ide  has three  bays 
and entrances are located i n  the  center  bays of the  ea s t ,  west, and south 
s ides .  Brick chimney stacks project  from the  southern corners. An addi t ion 
containing a kitchen and porch i s  located on the west end. The building was 
converted t o  a residence a f t e r  the br ick meeting house was erected and thus 
the  i n t e r i o r  space has been divided with par t i t ions .  Some o r ig ina l  woodwork 
such as window and door frames remains, but there appears t o  have been very 
l i t t l e  o r ig ina l  decorative trim. A noteworthy s t r u c t u r a l  member i s  a 
continuous chamfered summer beam connecting the  centers of the  ea s t  and west 

and west ends. / On the  grounds to the  southeast is the  br ick  Oak Dale School building. 
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The t h i r d  and present meeting house f o r  the  Goose Creek Meeting is 
located across the  road from the stone building. Bui l t  i n  1817, it original1.y- 
was a two-story building covered by a gable roof. A severe windstorm i n  194~1 
caused major damage and the  upper s to ry  was removed. The now one-story 
s t ruc tu re  has s i x  bays on the  south s ide ,  two of which a re  doorways. The 
center  bay on the west end or ig ina l ly  contained a doorway, but it i s  now a 
window. The walls  a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond and a re  s e t  on a low f ie ldstone 
foundation. Brick jack arches are used over the  windows and doorways. The 
gables a r e  weatherboarded, and a simple molded cornice is employed around 
the  gable roof.  A modern shed porch she l t e r s  t he  ins ide bays of the  south 
s ide ,  and a shed porch formerly on the west end has been removed. The 
o r ig ina l  corner f i rep laces  a r e  closed up and capped of f .  A small modern 
addit ion has been placed on the  eas t  end. 

The bui lding 's  i n t e r i o r  i s  very p la in  and contains l i t t l e  decorative 
tr im other  than a mantel on the  north wall .  The meeting room i s  f i l l e d  with 
wooden pews. Sunday school rooms a re  located behind pa r t i t i ons  on the  eas t  

- 
This simple one-roorn s t ruc tu re  was erected i n  1815 and i s  current ly  used as 1 
a Sunday school building.  The building has two bays on the ea s t ,  west, and 
south s ides  and an entrance on the north.  Set  on fieldstone foundations, 
the  s ide  walls  a re  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond and the  ends i n  American. An 
interior-end chimney is located on the  south wall .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The Goose Creek Meeting House Complex symbolizes the  cont inui ty  of 
the  Quaker t r a d i t i o n  i n  northern Virginia.  Located a t  the  southern edge of 
the  picturesque hamlet of Lincoln, the  conplex contains the second o ldes t  
Friends meeting house i n  the  s t a t e ,  and a l so  one of ~ i r g i n i a ' s  few ac t ive  
ea r ly  meeting houses. 

Quakers from Pennsylvania s e t t l e d  i n  northern Virginia,  near Water- 
ford,  a s  ea r ly  a s  1733. Around 1745 Jacob Janney, the  pr incipal  founder of 
the  Goose Creek Meeting, and others  from Bucks County Pennsylvania s e t t l e d  
i n  the  region of Loudoun County where the present Goose Creek Meeting House 
now stands. According t o  t r ad i t i on ,  Hannah Janney, the  wife o f  Jacob, l ived 
t o  be ninety-three years old, and was famil iar ly  known to  the  Friends as 
Aunt Hannah. The t r a d i t i o n  a lso s t a t e s  t ha t  soon a f t e r  s e t t l i n g  i n  Virginia 
Hannah Janney went twice a week t o  a ce r t a in  spot i n  t h e  primeval fo r e s t  where 
she spent an hour i n  pr ivate  devotion. 

I n  1746 the  o ther  meetings i n  the  county granted the  Friends s e t t l e d  
i n  the  Goose Creek area  the  pr ivi lege of holding a meeting once a month a t  
a residence of one of t h e i r  members. The f i r s t  regular  meeting was establislled 
around 1750. The f i r s t  Goose Creek Meeting House was a log s t ruc tu re  and 
is sa id  t o  be  located on the exact spot where Hannah Janney was accustomed 
t o  holding her s i l e n t  devotions. 

The f i r s t  meeting house came t o  be too small f o r  the  graving meeting 
so by 1765 i t  was replaced by the  s t i l l - e x t a n t  stone building. About the  
beginning of the  nineteenth century the  membership became too la rge  t o  be 
comfortably accommodated i n  the  stone building,thus i n  1812 the  question of 
,addi t ional  space was brought up. It Tias decided t o  e r ec t  a new house and 
the  present b r ick  s t ruc tu re ,  and t h i r d  meeting house, was completed i n  1817. 

The Quakers were staunch bel ievers  i n  education. To f a c i l i t a t e  t h i s  
part  of t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n  the Oak Dale School was b u i l t  on the  meeting house 
grounds i n  1815. This school was the f i r s t  "public school" i n  the county, a. 
it was i n  c o n t i n ~ o u s  use u n t i l  the  formal public school system was established.  
Shortly a f t e r  the  War Between the  States  the Goose Creek meeting a l so  s t a r t e l  
the f i r s t  school i n  the  area for  the  education of Negro children.  
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